
 

 

 

Editor - Cliff Vince 
Well we are now getting into the summer season and it’s Warwickshire Open Studios from the 16th -30th 
June.  So get out there, there’s a diverse range of art mediums practiced in Warwickshire and our own Jacqui 
Smithson has her Open Studios  collaborative show.  I’ve been helping out my friend Jude Tucker and Lizzie 
Cariss with their exhibition. They have a combined show of paintings and stone sculpture in one of the most 
beautiful settings for a studio you could ever imagine, her studio overlooks the lake at Compton Verney 
check it out if you can, the house isn’t bad either. 

Nancy has her article ‘Art in the Park in Earlsdon’. 

I have my preparations for the International Stone Carving Festival in Trondheim Norway. 

 

Art in the Park in Earlsdon 

by Nancy Upshall. 

On Wednesday May 8th, in spite of the very wet morning, I went in the 
afternoon, to check out " Art in the Park ", that had been organised by the 
Friends of Spencer Park, as one of their ideas for introducing the amenities of 
the park to a wider public. The group have a lively committee which has been 
organising numerous, varied activities in the park, hoping to prove that it is 
well used, so that the City Council will realise what an asset it is to the 
community, and will, in spite of present financial constraints, continue to 
maintain it - keeping the grass mown and the hedges trimmed.  

This first sketching session was arranged to ascertain if there would be enough 
interest to warrant holding regular sessions. It is an ideal venue for such 
activities. It has a pavilion, with toilets, tea making facilities, a room for 
working indoors, a verandah for shelter in inclement weather, and its secluded 
position is great for those people apprehensive of drawing in public. 

Jane Donavon, a committee member with an art degree and a teaching background, realising the potential, 
organised this one in May and another on Wednesday June 5th from 1 to 3 pm, as tasters to gauge the 
feasibility of the idea. The small fee of £4, to cover the cost of opening the pavilion, was excellent value, as it 
included hot drinks and delicious homemade cakes for refreshment, help, if needed, from Jane, who had set 
up some still life groups indoors, in case it proved too cold outdoors. The tables can also be taken outside to 
work on. 

In spite of the weather 5 people turned up, the first being 
one of our new CWSA members from Warwick. 

The event is well worth supporting, if free on a 
Wednesday. There are some magnificent mature trees, a 
great variety of foliage and textures, and, on sunny days, 
interesting patterns of light and shade. The area is a 
comfortable size: not too large that one feels isolated, yet 
secluded enough to be able to work away from the 
attention of the public. 

Definitely worth trying out. 

 

My apologies for not getting this out sooner  
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CASE at the Herbert 
Another successful CASE exhibition at The Herbert in Coventry for CWSA members. 
Congratulations to Tina Watkins for her painting Sir Len of Brum​ ​‘Winner of the 
Visitor's Choice Award’​ shared with Greg Taylor with his painting Shoreline, they 
were tied with the amount of visitors votes. 

There were around 3,300 visitors to the exhibition.  there were quite a number of 
pictures sold, 7 of the 9 were CWSA members, congratulations go to; 

Carol Blunt - Yorkshire Landscape  

Lionel Bull - Rio Favelas 

Janet Cheary - Olive Tree  

Dee Luntley -  Nr Snowdon  

Agnieska Niklewska - Blue Lines  

Uthaya Swoboda - Dancing in the wind  

Uthaya Swoboda - Lavender Fields  

 

Now I have an apology to make, I missed Lynette Weaver’s picture ‘Beach Trio’ from 
last month's Brushstrokes which was also awarded ‘​Commended’ ​this is another 
award winning picture to go with the long list of CWSA members receiving awards. 

A quick summary of the awards. 

Tina Watkins - joint winner Visitors Choice Award. 

Paul Chokran​ winner of the Chairman's favourite painting 

Winifred Wilmot​, Virginia Murphy​, Nancy Upshall​, Cynthia Chandler​, Tina Watkins​, Michele Drysdale​, Lionel 
Bull​, Cathy Renken​, Sue MacGregor​ and Lynette Weaver all received Commended. 

Wow!! 

 

Our Programme for 2019
 

'Drop-in' Sessions. ​Our 'drop-in' sessions are held at the 
Criterion Theatre, Earlsdon, Coventry, once a month 
alternating between Tuesdays and Wednesdays and are open 
from 1pm until 4pm, where members (and guests) can 
drop-in at any time to meet each other, have a chat and a 
coffee and share their artwork. The next session is on 
Tuesday ​date to be arranged​. Feel free to pop in at any time 
between 1pm - 4pm. There is a small charge of £2 to cover 
teas etc. We look forward to seeing you! 

Tuesday June 25​th​ Tom Shepherd Workshop .  ​There will be a 
confirmation letter sent out with the details. 

CWSA Annual Exhibition - ​at East Lodge again this year and 
the exhibition will be from ​28​th​ August to 22​nd​ September. 
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Open Studios  
Warwickshire Open Studios, It is the biggest art event of the 

year in the county and is definitely worth visiting as many artists as 
possible during the two weeks it is on.​www.warwickshireopenstudios.org 
 
Jacqui Smithson Open Studios 
 
All members are very welcome to come along. 
'We are all busily getting work ready for Warwickshire Open Studios 2019.  We would be delighted if you can 
join us for our ​‘Capturing a Moment’ Private View from 7pm on Thursday 13​th​ June​, and we would like to 
invite you to bring along a friend who perhaps hasn’t seen our work before.  To help ensure we don’t run out 
of fizz can you follow this link to let me know if you will be coming - 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/capturing-a-moment-private-view-art-exhibition-tickets-61585122760 

 
  
Once again I am joined by photographer David Chantrey (​www.davidchantreyphotography.com​) and Painter 
Janette George.  This year we also welcome Paul Joyner who you may have seen if you came along to our 
Christmas event.  Paul produces 3D wire sculpture (​www.pjsculpturestudio.com​). 
  
If you are not able to come for the Private View we will open officially on Saturday 15th June through to 
Sunday 1st July (see attached pdf for the full details).  We are open Thursdays through to Sundays (& 
Wednesday 26​th​) from 12pm to 5pm (closed all other days). 

 

Coventry City of Culture 2021 
There will be an update in July when the committee we discuss feedback and what options we will proceed 
with. 
 

Cliff Vince Stone Carving Festival in Trondheim Norway 
 This is my preparation and thoughts on what I intend to create for the festival.  I’ve been 
given a choice of tasks, one is to create a 3D sculpture usually from a block 20x20x30cm. 
The other option is to make a relief carving to go in the new benches being installed in the 
town square.  We will be using Soapstone which is quarried from the region. We have 2 
days to carve our intended designs.  

The two examples are from the York Minster Stone carving festival last year showing the 
3D cat and the relief carved Green man, they were carved in 2 days. 

I have informed them that I will be doing the relief carving for the benches I learned that 
I’m not as quick as the professionals so I’m taking the relatively easy route.  the theme of 
the festival is sports, so I thought of combining the sporting theme with Trondheim and 
I’ve came up with two main ideas.  The first is a bobsleigh coming down the track, but the 
bobsleigh will be a viking boat with the shields down the sides and there’s 4 vikings in the bobsleigh.  
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June​ 2019 
The second side of the block has a Ski Jump 
and I’m using a Puffin with skis on, it’s just 
taking to the air.  So you can see my 
imagination’s gone crazy on this one, I’ve 
added two quick sketches from my ideas. 

I will draw these out full size and see what 
detail I can put in, the other problem I have is 
that the design has to be robust enough to be 
hit by a skateboard so my thoughts are to 

make the images stylised, smoothing the 
features in some respects going back to the 
1920-30’s sculptures similar to Eric Gill the 
english sculptor of that time.  But my plans may 
change when I see the stone I have to work 
with.  I will do a full review of my decisions, 
artwork and final piece in next months Brushstrokes.  If anyone is on Instagram 
#cliffvincesculpture, I will be recording the festival that's when I’m not carving! 

 

  
Local Art and Craft Classes

  

Susan Moore, Art Classes and Workshops​ Tel 07745 144 922​ ​www.susan-moore.co.uk 
Tanya Kozin, Art Classes and Workshops ​mail: ​Tatiana.kozin@gmail.com​    ​www.tanyakozin.com 
Jacqui Smithson, Felting Workshops. Mail: ​Jacqui.a.smithson@gmail.com​  ​www.jacquismithson.com 
Virginia Murphy, Art and Design Courses​ ​http://www.virginiamurphy.co.uk​ 07833 353872 
 
 

For the latest information visit: ​http://www.covwarsocart.co.uk 
 
CWSA Contact: ​07929849290​ ​or ​e-mail​ ​313vince@gmail.com​ ​: ​May 2019 
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