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COVENTRY AND WARWICKSHIRE SOCIETY OF ARTISTS 

  

  

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORMS  
A reminder to renew your membership for this year!  It should have been returned by 
29th March and if Maureen hasn’t received your renewal form by 4th May you may not 
be able to enter the Annual Exhibition and this may be the last newsletter some of you 
may receive. 

NEW LOOK WEBSITE 

 

The committee has commissioned a professional web design company to 
redesign and upgrade the old website as the old style had been in use for a 
number of years and was not really adapted to use with new technology.   
 
The main benefits of the new website are that its more adapted to the new 
technology, iPads etc., it's also easier to manage and update because it has a 
brand new management system which also gives much improved security.  It's now 
mobile responsive which it wasn't, looks good on laptops too as the design is more 
compact.  Personally I think it looks more professional.   
 
It allows higher quality picture galleries for members - full size pictures can be 
uploaded so send them to me!!  Shortly a membership database will be available 
with the ability to list payments due/late members, this will be only available to 
password protected secure users but should help Maureen at each year start.  It is 
designed to work better with Google so is easier to find when potential new 
members are searching.  Members can post their profiles on linkedin / facebook 
etcoh etc. and we can link to them and their own websites.  I can also get some 
statistics as to who is using it and when.  All of the artworks shown at the Centenary 
Exhibition are in the Gallery and are now on show.  Go to www.covwarsocart.co.uk 
to have a look!  Tina 

102nd ANNUAL ART EXHIBITION 
Artwork should be handed in on Sunday 11th May in two shifts. 4.30-6.30 pm (A-J) 
6.30-7.30p.m. (J-Z).  Work will then go through a selection process.  Please do send 
images of your work to Jacqui as soon as possible. 

Submission forms should have been with Jacqui by 28th April.  Any questions please 
email Jacqui Smithson on jacqui.a.smithson@gmail.com 

 

 

http://www.covwarsocart.co.uk/
mailto:jacqui.a.smithson@gmail.com
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SOCIAL ART GROUPS 

Judith was very good. She certainly loosened us all up with 
our acrylics.  Different ways of applying the paint, using the 
paint mixed with lots of water and letting it run across the 
paper or board by tipping it up.  She used salt, Clingfilm dry 
brushes, bleach.  This was the background to the painting. 
We gradually filled the painting with more detail.  We all  
came away with some great results.  Judith brought along 
some of her lovely paintings to look at too.  Julia 

 

MIXED MEDIA WORKSHOP – Judith Yates 

 
Judith Yates 

Historic 

Charterhouse 

On Tuesday 10th June from 10.30 am to 1.30pm at Stoneleigh Village Hall.  Come and 
join us for a lovely mornings painting!  Matthew takes us on another journey, this time 
summer painting.  Matthew has been painting for 25 years and teaching for 15, he is a 
SAA professional who has a regular TV series on SKY and CREATE & CRAFT TV.  The 
author or many magazine articles and star of many watercolour DVD's.  
 
This will be a quite different approach to our usual understanding of watercolour painting 
and I urge you to attend.  And of course, at £15 for members and £17 for non-members, 
our prices are low compared to other Societies.  An attendance form is enclosed with this 
newsletter. 
 
 
 A number of taster workshops were displayed at the AGM and many of you responded 
very positively to the email asking for feedback. So far the Calligraphy 
session seems to be the most favoured but all others are in the  
running!   
 

The first of these special sessions will be a  
calligraphy session by Lyndsey Attwood which 
will be on Tuesday July 8th at Stoneleigh 
Village Hall.  Full details will be sent out shortly but as this session 
is bound to be well subscribed, please make a note in your diary. 

 

COVENTRY CHARTERHOUSE VISIT  

 TASTER WORKSHOPS 

 

A reminder to all those who responded positively to our email 
regarding group visits, we are to meet at Coventry Charterhouse  
on Tuesday May 6th at 2pm.  If anyone is concerned about parking 
please contact Sheila or Julia beforehand.  
mailto:edith_gio@yahoo.co.uk 
 

We had a great morning with water-based paints, 
including watercolour and acrylics.  Among other things, 
we created special effects by letting watery paints run 
freely on wet paper to create interesting backgrounds. 
On wet paint, we also sprinkled drops of methylated 
spirit, added crystal salt, or used cling film.  We all 
produced a (some people, several) landscape painting 
using one or several of these techniques.  Judith Yates 
was bubbly and full of ideas and she is quite happy to 
have people contacting her if they want to learn how to 
create these effects.  Edith 
 

SUMMER SCENES WORKSHOP – Matthew Palmer  

mailto:edith_gio@yahoo.co.uk
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New Chair 

and Events 

Secretary 

CWSA NEWS 

 

PORTRAIT ARTIST OF THE YEAR 

ROTARY CHARITY ART EXHIBITION MEETING 

The next performance will be Under Milk Wood starting on Wednesday 
7th May until Saturday 17th May.  Jackie Terrett and Jacqui Smithson will  

have their exhibition on until the end of that production.  The Loft have  

produced a rather spectacular programme for the production which  
showcases their biographies and work.  During June and July it will be Gill  
Buick and Janet Cheary’s turn to exhibit.  Please do try and support this local theatre and 
your CWSA friends if possible. 

ART AT THE LOFT 

SkyArts have been back in touch to ask me to let you know that the application deadline for 
Portrait Artist of the Year has been extended until May 6th at 9am.  
 
If anyone is interested in applying be aware that you now have extra time to do so.  They do 
advise that you apply as soon as possible though to allow time for processing.  
 

I give grateful thanks to Jane Powell, our CWSA President, for holding the Chair since Richard 
Pheasey, left.  I am hoping Jane will guide me in the right direction.  We have a very strong 
team in our Committee, but the Committee is only part of the CWSA.  You, the members are 
THE Society and we need your contribution in suggestions, ideas and participation in all our 
events to make the CWSA a thriving Art society with a long and fruitful future. 
 
So, looking forward to the CWSA's continued success and to getting to know you all.” 
Edith Whatling 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our representatives met with the exhibition committee on 17th April to further discuss and plan the 
forthcoming exhibition at the Holiday Inn and to feed back the results of your input.  Whilst there are 
exciting plans afoot regarding the auction, many details need further discussion and plans firmed 
before anything can be confirmed.  Please do forward any ideas you have to Sheila before 2nd June 
which is the next meeting. 

 NEW COMMITTEE MEMBERS VOTED IN AGM 

 

Julia Yarrow was voted in to be the new Events Secretary as Edith had 
resigned her post to take up the role as Chair.    
 
Julia is already in the driving seat arranging new workshops and events 
for us all to enjoy.  If you have any suggestions please contact her on 
jyarrow@talktalk.net 
 
 
 
 
 

For the first time since our last Chair, Richard Pheasey, was unable 
to continue through ill health we have a new Chair.  We are delighted 
to welcome Edith Whatling to her new role as Chair.   Edith says “I am 
looking forward to my new post as Chair of the CWSA with lots of 
enthusiasm and some trepidation, the post being a completely new 
experience for me.  It's a pleasure and it's truly an honour for me to serve 
as your Chair and to follow in the footsteps of so many great Chairs 
before me. 
 

CWSA ART EXHIBITION – GALLERY 150 - UPDATE 
Things are really hotting up for our next exhibition.  We now have 82 pieces, 19 browser and 
about 200 cards promised.  Our selection committee has been chosen and are ready to do their 
utmost to select your best works.  The Mayor is lined up to open the launch / private view on 
Tuesday 13th May 2014 from 7pm to 9pm.  Drinks and nibbles will be provided.  Presentations will 
commence at 7.30pm.   It only remains for you to turn up and enjoy the evening. 

mailto:jyarrow@talktalk.net


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 “ 
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BACK PAGE NEWS 

 

Saturday 29th March - AGM at LEEK 
WOOTTON VILLAGE HALL from 2pm – 
5pm, with our usual delicious refreshments 
and a range of arts and crafts on view  

Tuesday 6th May 2.00 - 5.00 Visit To 
Historic Charterhouse, Coventry + 
Sketching Opportunity  

Tues 10th June    10.30 - 3.30 Matthew 
Palmer - Summer Scene, Stoneleigh   

Events Diary 

 Tuesday July 8th at Stoneleigh Village 
Hall Caligraphy with Lyndsay Attwood 

August – Painting in Plein Air at Upton 
House is a possibility – details to follow 

Saturday September 27th, 1.00 – 4.00pm 
at Stoneleigh Village Hall, Silk Painting 
with Leslie Whelan. 

October – possibly pastels. 

Arty Events  
Coventry Arts Trail 

CWSA COMMITTEE 2013 
  PHONE:   E-MAIL: 
President    Jane Powell   01676 532418  jane@janepowell-artist.co.uk 
Vice Presidents   Nancy Upshall, Edna Elwell, Morris Buer, Sheila Fitzgerald 
Chair     Edith Whatling   07946 788216  edith_gio@yahoo.co.uk 
Vice Chair    Vacant  
Publicity   Vacant   
Secretary    Sheila Karran  02476 674877  sheila.karran@gmail.com 
Treasurer    Gill Buick   01926 419743  gillbuick@gmail.com 
Membership Secretary  Maureen Townsend  01926 428273  daveat6@tiscali.co.uk 
Exhibitions    Jacqui Smithson  01926 851764  jacqui.a.smithson@gmail.com 
Newsletter/Web editor  Tina Watkins   01926 777169  tina.watkins@ntlworld.com 
Events    Julia Yarrow   02476 418562 jyarrow@talktalk.net 

The Coventry Arts Trail is a 15 venue strong 'bit' of Warwickshire  
Open Studios.  Catch them on their stall at the Earlsdon Festival  
on Bank Holiday Monday.  The annual event, which features  
everything from Morris dancing to pub quizzes, face painting, art 
and tennis kicks off with a charity family fun day at the Old  
Clarence Pub in Coniston Road.  Other venues can be found on the 
website http://www.earlsdon.org.uk/news/news.html 
 

Art in the Park – Leamington Spa 
Leamington Studio Artists are planning to organise an “Art in the Park” event for a long 
weekend on the 2nd & 3rd August in order to massively encourage local art enthusiasts, 
and the Leamington community as a whole, to take part in a variety of events.  A long 
list of ideas have been produced.  Here are just some of them: 

 Artists actually painting in a large Marquee and in areas around the park. 

 The use of the Temperate House showing children’s art work. 

 A large number of stalls inside the marque for artists to sell their arts and crafts. 

 Local arts and craft shops and businesses giving demonstrations of products for 
aspiring artists. 

 Children’s art competitions for local schools with donated Windsor & Newton’s art 
prizes, together with a ”Balloon Race” on the day.  

 Free entry for artists giving demonstrations for adults and painting lessons. 

 Various local arts/musical organisations to provide the music, poetry, drama and 
other non-visual arts activities. 

 A FAMOUS  artist to open the event 
If only some of these ideas come to fruition it should be an exciting weekend.   

mailto:tina.watkins@n
http://www.earlsdon.org.uk/news/news.html

