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COVENTRY AND WARWICKSHIRE SOCIETY OF ARTISTS 

COVENTRY ARTS CONSORTIUM

DIARY DATES: 
 
1) 14th AUGUST.  Submission now 

closed 
 
2) 4th SEPTEMBER.  SELECTION 

DAY.  At the Herbert.  Non selected 
work, phone between 2.45-3.15 pm 
to see if you need to collect work.  
07745 144922 Susan Moore, 07976 
967234 Elaine Duffy 

 
3) 14th SEPTEMBER.  EXHIBITION 

OPENING. (This year's event will be 
'alcohol' free.  Soft drinks will be 
provided.) 

 
4) 20th OCTOBER.  EXHIBITION 

CLOSES.  Work to be collected. 

10th Anniversary Exhibition 
 
14TH SEPTEMBER - 20TH OCTOBER 
 
This year is the 10th anniversary 
exhibition at the Herbert and the duration 
of the exhibition has been extended.   
  
SELECTION:  There will be one person 
from each art society on the selection 
panel.  They look at all pictures submitted 
(with no artist names or society given) 
and the panel select - YES or MAYBE. 
 After the first selection, they count up the 
numbers of work selected - and then 
review the 'maybes'.  The organisers are 
hoping for a very high standard of work 
this year to celebrate their tenth 
anniversary. 
 
HELPERS:  They will need more 'helpers'
on Selection Day - to speed up the 
delivery of paintings, checking entries 
and frames etc.  If you would like to 
volunteer - please contact Susan Moore 
at the address below. 
  
FRAMES: Please check frames before 
you take pictures away from the Herbert -
for accidental damage.  You will not be 
able to make a claim once the picture 
has left the Herbert.    

SOCIAL ART GROUP MEETING - September 
Our next meeting will be held at Leek Wootton Village Hall on Wednesday 22nd 
September from 10.30 until 1pm and we are delighted to report that Nancy Upshall 
will be giving a talk about her journey to the abstract.  Afterwards there will be a painting 
appraisal session. This is where you can bring one or two of your paintings which you 
think are successful or had a special significance to you or with which you are having 
difficulty and need advice.  These sessions have been very helpful and successful in 
the past as everyone can contribute so please do bring your paintings along.  There will 
be an entrance fee of £3.50 (including tea and coffee) for members and £4,00 for non 
members.  All are welcome. 
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You and your friends are invited to the 
PRIVATE VIEW 

Of the Artist’s Open Studio at the 
Barton Hall Studios 

Barton Hall Road 
Kettering, Northants. NN15 6SG 

On Saturday September 4th, 2010 
1.00—4.00pm 

Public Viewing 5 ~19 Sept 11.00~17.00
Weekends only 

 

INVITATION FROM CHARLES BEZZINA 
 
Charles gave an excellent presentation at our last Art Group meeting and 
promised the Group he would let us know when his exhibition was to be held.  I 
enclose an extract from his email.  “I promised to let the group know when the 
exhibition is and please find attached an Invitation to cover your whole group. 
Please let them know that they are more than welcome to visit. It is about a 40 
minute drive and we can welcome them with a glass of wine or a cup of tea. 
The work will be on display and therefore your members will be able to see the 
work in a studio and exhibition environment. There are other exhibitions on the 
premises, one of the organisations is similar to yours plus studios and 
the Barton Hall is situated on 5 acres of Garden.  I look forward to meeting you 
all again.  Regards and happy painting”. Charles Bezzina 

Jacqui Smithson is holding a solo exhibition at the Loft Theatre in Leamington 
Spa from the 15th September until the 25th September 2010. The production 
on during this time will be the 39 Steps and the exhibition will be in the foyer/ bar 
area of the theatre. You can view the exhibition any evening without having to 
book tickets for the show.  
 

SOLO EXHIBITION

 
CHARLES BEZZINA 
ART & PHOTOGRAPHY  
Tel:- (01933)380858  
Mobile:-07969370204 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
www.charlesbezzina.com  
charliebezzina@hotmail.com  

“Charles Bezzina" 
Invitation 

“Jacqui Smithson" 
Solo Exhibition  
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ART WORKSHOPS 

“David Wilcox”
Ballet and Dance

Your feedback overwhelmingly asked for more 
meetings and workshops so we are intending to run a 
series of full day (10-4pm) workshops over the 
coming months.   
 
One under consideration is David Wilcox who is 
offering workshops in water colour or Dance.  He 
graduated with an Honours degree in Fine Art in 1978 
and followed this with a Post Graduate Certificate in 
Education with Distinction at Birmingham College of 
Art and Design. After teaching in Devon for three 
years he became a professional artist in 1983.  He 
says; “as a watercolourist, I use the English technique of 
many transparent washes, allowing only the white of the 
paper to create the highlights. By contrast, in my canvases 
I use the Baroque technique of pulling the image out of a 
dark background for dramatic effect.” 
 

  
 
She says “My work is an exploration and enjoyment of 
colour, using it boldly and positively, taking risks, pushing it 
in places into discords, exploiting the way in which we 
perceive colour. To this aim, instead of starting with a white 
canvas, I first of all lay down a substantial layer of random 
colour before beginning the painting, whether it is a portrait 
or an abstract.  Quite often there is a deliberate use of 
complementary colours or discords in this first 
statement. This method gives me an exciting and 
challenging way of working.  As each brushstroke is 
applied I get an immediate reaction as to the impact and 
suitability of that colour in relation to what surrounds it.  For 
me it is a fluid creative process:  I am continually aware of 
possible shifts of emphasis, changes in contrasts, unusual 
juxtapositions, and flashes of imaginative ideas as the 
concept develops.  The painting is in a state of flux.  It is 
impossible to predict the outcome.  Each new piece of 
work, regardless of one’s previous experience, is a new 
adventure, an exciting departure.”  
  
As many of you expressed interest in attending 
workshops of this nature I am sure the demand for 
places will be high.  We are expecting to hold them at 
Leek Wootton Village Hall and will need 20 people to 
attend each to make it viable.  The cost will be around 
£10 each for members, £12 for non members.   
 
Please contact Tina Watkins to register your interest 
in a place at either session. 

“Nancy Upshall”
Explorative works

Nancy Upshall who many of 
you will know, and is also 
giving us a talk at our Social 
Art Group on September 
22nd is a renowned local 
artist. We are hoping that 
Nancy will be able to run a 
full day workshop shortly. 
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Your Committee received a total of 35 returned questionnaires.  This was an 
overwhelming response and I wish to thank all who responded – we now have 
a much better idea of your views for the future direction of the Society.  Arthur 
Howe won the £5 returner prize – congratulations! 

“Arthur Howe is a prize 
winner” 

 Consultation Document Feedback
OTHER CWSA NEWS

“Send in photos of your 
artwork” 

 How to Articles
I have produced a couple of “How To” articles for those of us who may be 
somewhat challenged by the internet.  These have been tested with some 
degree of success and I will be happy to send them out to anyone who is 
interested.  The first is entitled “How to Use the Website” and gives details how to 
access our new website and move around the site to find out information and the 
second is “How to Make Pictures Smaller and Send via the Internet” which is 
hopefully, self explanatory. Tina Watkins 

 On line Gallery
Now that the Website is up and running you have plenty of space to show your 
art work.  This doesn’t necessarily have to be for sale, you can use it simply as a 
showcase of your work.  You will need to take photographs of your pictures and 
send then via email.  Please send a small personal biography, your photos in 
.jpeg format and 640 x 680 size.  Tina Watkins 

 Berkswell Exhibition and Artist of the Month 
Many members exhibited at the recent Berkswell Exhibition and attendance was 
very good.  Several paintings were sold and our member, Alison Johnston sold 
two of them.  One of Alison’s paintings “Valley of Light” was voted favourite by 
visitors, for which she won a prize and qualified her as our “artist of the month”.  
Many congratulations Alison! 

The October social group meeting will be held at Leek Wootton Village Hall on 
Wednesday October 20th at 10.30am – 1.pm.  We are expecting to be able to 
stage a felting demonstration with plenty of hands on experience.  You will need to 
book in for this one as materials have to be bought and the price will be in the 
region of £8.00 each for materials and coffee. 

October Social Art Group Meeting

“Don’t miss the next 
Social Art Group” 

 Best in Show 
Gillian Buick won "Best in Show" at the Hatton Art Festival in July for her portrait of 
her 5 year old granddaughter Scarlett.  Gill was delighted to have won especially as 
it was a public vote.  Well done Gill! 
 

Scarlett’s Ribbons 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Newsletter Title

BACK PAGE NEWS 

Coventry Arts Consortium 
4th September Selection day 

14th September Exhibition Opening at 
the Herbert Art Gallery, Coventry 

Social Art Group 
Wednesday 22nd September, Leek 
Wootton Village Hall, 10.30am – 1.00 
pm - £3.50 

Coventry Arts Consortium 
20th October Exhibition closes and work 
to be collected 

Social Art Group 
Wednesday 20th October, Leek Wootton 
Village Hall, 10.30am – 1.00 pm - £TBC 

Events Diary 

CWSA COMMITTEE 2010 
 
  PHONE:   E-MAIL: 

President  Jane Powell 01676 532418   jane@jpartstudio.co.uk 
Vice Presidents Nancy Upshall, Edna Elwel, Maurice Buer,  
Chair Richard Pheasey  02476 419125   pheasey77@yahoo.co.uk 
Vice Chair Sheila Fitzgerald 01926 853883   phitzi@btinternet.com   
Secretary Valerie Kaye  02476 419125   pheasey77@yahoo.co.uk 
Treasurer Gill Buick  01926 419743 gillian_buick@sky.com   
Membership Secretary Maureen Townsend 01926 428273  daveat6@tiscali.co.uk 
Exhibitions Jacqui Smithson   01926 851764  jacqui.smithson@virginmedia.com 
Newsletter/Web editor Tina Watkins 01926 777169  tina.watkins@ntlworld.com 
Events Subcommittee Elaine Duffy, Jacqui Smithson and Tina Watkins 

Events on the Web!
See us at:

www.covwarsocart.co.uk

Social Art Group 
Wednesday 24th November, Leek 
Wootton Village Hall, 10.30am – 1.00 
pm - £TBC 

Christmas Exhibition  
The CWSA Christmas Exhibition will be 
held at Kenilworth Library 8th - 22nd 
December – further details to follow 

Members Christmas Lunch 
Our Christmas lunch will be held at 
12.30pm on Saturday 4th December at 
Warwickshire Golf and Country club at 
Leek Wootton.  Further details to follow. 
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STOP PRESS – Fish and Chip Lunch
We are holding a Fish and Chip Lunch shortly, details will be sent in next month’s 
newsletter.  The last Fish and Chip Lunch was well attended and everyone 
especially enjoyed the quiz and raffle. 

 Articles and Information needed
This newsletter is produced by the members, for the members but without your 
contributions it will die. I feel sure there are many of you who would like to contribute 
something.  Perhaps you have entered a local exhibition – it may be useful for new 
members to have the benefit of your experience.  Did you sell anything?  Also of great 
interest to members who might be wondering if exhibiting is worthwhile.  Did the lovely 
weather this year inspire you to great things? – we would all like to know.  Did anyone visit 
Warwickshire Arts Week?  What were your favourite sessions?  Did you exhibit?  What was 
the reaction of visitors?  You don’t need to be a literary genius to contribute – just let me 
know the bare facts and I can write it up.  Please contact me directly with anything you 
might think will be of interest.  Tina Watkins 


